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of all his business operations. He resigned the Registry in 
1796. In 1792, he was chosen Presidential Elector. As a 
Justice of the Peace, " Esquire Williams " had an amount of 
business hard to realize in these quiet times, when litigation 
seems to be at its minimum as to quantity, although at its 
maximum as to expense. Being instrumental in breaking up 
a large combination of counterfeiters, who were flooding the 
land with base silver coin, he was presented with a valuable 
service of silver plate by the banks of Philadelphia. He was 
one of the most active in establishing Deerfield Academy, 
contributing generously of his means, and at his death he 
left the bulk of his estate as a fund for that institution. He 
died on the 27th of July, 1816, leaving no children. His 
second wife, Eunice Woodbridge, whom he married in 
December, 1802, survived him. He was elected a member 
of this Society on the 30th of October, 1798.* 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1817. 

Jan. 30, 1817. At the stated quarterly meeting, 
Society's Eoom, Boston, at three o'clock, — the members 
present were, A. Bradford, E. Clap, J. Coolidge, E. 
Eliot, J. Freeman, C. Gannett, L. Hedge, A. Holmes, 
J. McKean, S. Palmer, J. Quincy, L. Saltonstall, R. 
Webster, J. Winthrop, T. L. Winthrop, J. Savage ; 
came in, W. Peck, A. Dexter, and C. Lowell. 

Hon. Judge Winthrop took the chair, in the absence 
of the President. 

* The above notice of Mr. Williams is taken, almost verbatim et literatim, 
from an interesting sketch of the " old Parson Williams homestead and its oc- 
cupants," at Deerfield, published in the Greenfield " Gazette and Courier," of 
Aug. 6, 1877, written by the Hon. George Shelden, of Deerfield. — Eds. 
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The proceedings of the last meeting were read. 

The subject of Winthrop's Journal was resumed, and 
the motion for its making a part of the Society's Col- 
lections was renewed, but was superseded by a motion 
for committing the report and motion, which latter 
prevailed ; and to the former Committee were added 
two: viz., Thomas L. Wintheop, Esq,, and Hon. 
James Wintheop. 

Communications were made by the Secretaries and 
Librarian respecting several donations. 

A letter was read from Peter S. Du Ponceau, dated Oct. 

28, 1816, as Secretary of the Historical Committee of 

the American Philosophical Society. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be authorized to make an agreement 
with Mr. John Eliot for his disposing of the Society's Collections 
heretofore printed, and also with him, or whoever may print the future 
volumes, for the disposal of them to members and others. 

Hon. Samuel Bayard, of Princeton, New Jersey, was 
nominated a Corresponding Member by Joseph McKean. 
Dissolved. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1817. 

April 24. At the stated quarterly meeting, Society's 
Room, Boston, at four o'clock, — the members present 
were, A. Bradford, J. Davis, A. Dexter, J. McKean, J. 
Pierce, S. Palmer, J. Quincy, J. Savage, R. Webster, 
and T. L. Winthrop ; came in, J. Bartlett, C. Lowell, 
J. Prince, and J. Freeman. 

Hon. Judge Davis took the chair, in the absence of 
the President. 
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A. Bradford, Esq., and J. Savage, Esq., were chosen 
to report ballots. On collecting and sorting them, it 
appeared that the following persons were elected : — 

Hon. CHRISTOPHER GORE, LL.D President. 

Rev. JOSEPH McKEAN Recording Secretary. 

Rev. ABIEL HOLMES, D.D Corresponding Secretart. 

Hon. JOSIAH QUINCY Treasurer. 

JAMES SAVAGE, Esq Librarian. 

REDFORD WEBSTER, Esq Cabinet-Keeper. 

Hon. JAMES WINTHROP 

Hon. J. DAVIS 

T. L. WINTHROP, Esq. 

Rev. JAMES FREEMAN, D.D. 

Rev. JOHN PIERCE 



Standing Committee. 



Hon. Samuel Bayard was chosen a Corresponding 
Member. 

A letter of resignation was read from Rev. Ebenezer 
Fitch, and it was 

Voted, for special reasons, to remit what arrearages are due from 
him to the Society. 

The Standing Committee reported that Ichabod 
Tucker, Esq., of Salem, is on nomination as a Resident 
Member. 

Meeting dissolved. Joseph McKean. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Aug. 26, 1817, — the members present were, A. Brad- 
ford, E. Eliot, A. Holmes, C. Jackson, C. Lowell, S. 
Palmer, W. D. Peck, J. Pierce, J. S. Popkin, L. Salton- 
stall, J. Savage, R. Webster, and J. Winthrop. 
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Judge Winthrop in the chair. 

A letter was communicated from the Rev. Dr. McKean, 
resigning the office of Recording Secretary on account 
of the feeble state of his health. Instead of accepting 
the resignation of Dr. McKean, it was 

Voted, To choose a Recording Secretary pro tempore. 

Charles Lowell was chosen* 

The proceedings of the last meeting were then read. 

Rev. Mr. Pierce and Aldeh Bradford, Esq., were 
appointed to collect and report ballots, who reported 
tbat Ichabod Tucker, Esq., of Salem, was unanimously 
elected a Resident Member. 

Major Hugh McCall, of Georgia, was nominated at 
the request of Dr. Freeman, and Baron Humboldt by 
Mr. Savage, as Corresponding Members. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a list of 
donations to the Library, to be acknowledged in the 
volumes. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to the Rev. Mr. 
Hall, of Leghorn, for his valuable donation of books. 

Voted, That a copy of the Collections be presented to the King's 
Library, in Paris, and a copy to the Institute of France, to be sent to 
Mr. Warden. 

Meeting dissolved. 



* The records from this time to 1833 were kept by Dr. Lowell, who wrote a 
free and beautiful hand. — Eds. 
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QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Oct. 30, 1817, 

— the members present were, Bradford, Clap, Davis, 
Dexter, Freeman, Harris, Holmes, Homer, Pierce, 
Savage, Tudor, Tudor, Webster, Winthrop, and Win- 
throp. 

Judge Winthrop in the chair. 

In the absence of Mr. Lowell, Dr. Holmes, by re- 
quest, acted as Recording Secretary pro hac vice. The 
transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Francis C. Gray, Esq., of Boston, and Hon. John 
Pickering, of Salem, were nominated by the Standing 
Committee as Resident Members ; Peter S. Du Ponceau, 
Esq., of Philadelphia, a Corresponding Member, by Dr. 
Holmes. 

Voted, That Judge Davis be requested to prepare a memoir on 
Ebenezer Hazard, Esq., for the Collections.* 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to prepare a 
memoir on Professor Ebeling for the Collections.! 

* Judge Davis appears not to have attended to the duty assigned to him. 
A brief notice of Mr. Hazard will be found in the preface to the Belknap and 
Hazard correspondence, in 6 Collections, II. x.-xii. His admirable letters to 
Dr. Belknap serve to illustrate his character and his interest in the pursuits to 
which each was devoted. His name stands at the head of the list of Corre- 
sponding Members. He died in Philadelphia, June 13, 1817. — Eds. 

t Professor C. D. Ebeling, of Hamburg, was elected a Corresponding Mem- 
ber in 1794, and from that time to his death, in 1817, his benefactions to the 
Society were constant and generous. His correspondence with Dr. John Eliot, 
the Corresponding Secretary, on literary and historical subjects, was volumi- 
nous, and a large number of his letters are on file in the Society's Cabinet. His 
devotion to American bibliography is well known, — his large collection of 
books having been purchased in 1818 by Israel Thorndike, and presented to 
Harvard College. A brief notice of Professor Ebeling was printed in 2 Collec- 
tions, VHI. 267, 268, while awaiting ampler materials for a more fitting memoir. 

— Eds. 
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Ballots being brought in on nominations, it appeared 
that Hugh McCall, Esq., and Baron Humboldt were 
chosen Corresponding Members. 

The Committee appointed to apply to the Trustees of 
the New England Library for the deposit of the histori- 
cal books of said Library in the Society's room, made 
the following report : — 

That having made a respectful application, in writing, for 
the deposit, they ascertained that the entire collection of 
books denominated " The New England Library " was given 
by the Rev. Thomas Prince to the Old South Church and 
Society in Boston; and that said Church and Society, on 
receiving the communication from the Committee, passed the 
following votes : — 

" At a meeting of the Old South Church and Society, held at their 
meeting-house, on the first day of December, in the year of our Lord 
eighteen hundred and fourteen, — 

" Voted, That our beloved pastor, the Rev. Joshua Huntington, with 
such a committee as the Old South Church and Society may appoint, 
make a selection of such historical tracts, manuscripts, und treatises 
relating to the history of our country, from the New England Library, 
belonging to the Old South Church and Society, now under his care, 
as they may think proper and for the benefit of said Church and So- 
ciety and the public ; and the same, when so selected, to list, index, or 
number, on two separate lists, which said lists shall contain and be 
headed with this vote, and all the regulations respecting said subject 
passed at this meeting ; and one of said lists he shall deposit in said 
New England Library, and the other of said lists, after the same has 
been signed by the said Historical Society, their officers, or agents, 
shall be by him delivered over to the Clerk of the Old South Church 
and Society, to be by said Clerk kept among the records of said 
Church and Society. And said tracts, manuscripts, and treatises, so 
as aforesaid by said Huntington selected, shall be by him delivered 
over to said Historical Society, to be by them carefully kept in their 
room in Boston, and under their care, for the use of the Old South 
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Church and Society, said Historical Society, and the public, upon the 
terms and conditions following, viz. : — 

" 1st. Said tracts, manuscripts, and treatises shall always be kept 
by said Historical Society safely, in apartments by themselves, in their 
room in Boston, and a fair record of the disposition and situation of 
the same so kept by said Historical Society that the said Old South 
Church and Society may always know where and in what situation the 
same are, and may always have access to said record ; and, over the 
place where the same tracts, manuscripts, and treatises are or shall be 
kept, the said Historical Society shall always keep inscribed, in fair, 
legible letters, the following inscription : ' The donation of the Kev. 
Mr. Prince to the Old South Church and Society.' 

" 2d. The pastor or pastors of the Old South Church and Society 
shall, at all times hereafter, have a right and liberty to inspect or use, 
or take away for inspection or use, any of said tracts, manuscripts, or 
treatises, leaving a receipt for the same with said Historical Society, 
to return the same after the purpose for which the same were taken 
away has been answered; and any member of the said Old South 
Church and Society shall have like right and liberty, under like condi- 
tions and for like purposes, producing to said Historical Society a 
written order therefor, signed by the pastor or pastors of the said Old 
South Church and Society. 

" 3d. The Old South Church and Society shall, at any time here- 
after, have a right to receive and take back from said Historical 
Society said tracts, manuscripts, and treatises, whenever by their vote 
at any meeting of said Old South Church and Society they shall so 
vote and determine." 

That the Committee accordingly proceeded, in consulta- 
tion with the pastor of the Old South Church and Society, 
to designate such books in said Library as they judged to be 
most conducive to the design of the deposit, and found an 
entire readiness on the part of the pastor and the committee 
of the Church and Society to accord with them in the se- 
lection. 

That they have selected two hundred and sixty-one bound 
volumes, on various historical subjects, many of which pertain 
to the early history of New England, besides numerous pam- 
phlets, and a large number of manuscripts, principally origi- 
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nal letters and documents, illustrative especially of the first 
seventy years after the settlement of this country, among 
which is the manuscript Journal of Governor Winthrop for 
the last years of his life, hitherto unpublished. 

That the manuscripts, which collectively compose twelve 
volumes, they have arranged in chronological order, and 
taken care to have bound in such a form as was thought most 
favorable to their legibility and preservation. 

And that they have put the whole number of bound books 
and manuscripts thus selected into ten boxes, and deposited 
them in the Society's room (with the stipulated inscription), 
each book having the letters " O. S." on the back, to denote 
the Old South Church, to which they belong, and the whole 
selection having over the top this inscription : " The Dona- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Prince to the Old South Church and 

Society." 

A. Holmes. 

A. Dexter. 

A. Bradford. 

Voted, That the report be accepted. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to the Old South 
Church and Society for their generosity in making this deposit, and 
for the facilities which their committee, especially their respected 
pastor, afforded in effecting this important object, with the assurance 
that the conditions of the deposit shall be faithfully observed. 

Communications were made by the Secretary and 
Librarian respecting several donations, particularly a 
valuable one from the late Professor Ebeling, by the 
hand of Mr. Bentley. 

A letter was communicated from Michael Joy, Esq., 
at London, declaring his acceptance of his election as a 
Corresponding Member, and his readiness to co-operate 
in promoting the objects of the Society. 

It was stated by Mr. Homer, for information, that 
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there are in the Library of the Antiquarian Society 
scarce books which give particular accounts of the 
Indians of Nonantum, from which fuller notices may 
be obtained for the Society's Collections. 
The meeting was dissolved.* 



QUARTERLY MEETING, Januakt, 1818. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Jan. 29, 1818, — the members present were, Clap, 
Davis, Eliot, Freeman, Hedge, Holmes, Pierce, Popkin, 
Palmer, Saltonstall, Savage, Tudor, Jr., Winthrop, and 
Winthrop. 

Judge Winthrop in the chair. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read. 

Ballots being brought in on nominations, it appeared 
that Francis C. Grat, Esq., Hon. John Pickering, 
and Mr. Nathaniel G. Snelling were chosen Resident 
Members, and Peter S. Du Ponceau, Esq., of Phila- 
delphia, a Corresponding Member, of the Society. 

Mr. Clap, a member, presented Blake's " Annals of 
Dorchester," which he had copied from the original 
manuscript for the Society.f 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to Mr. Clap for his 
very meritorious services. 

* Charles Bulfinch, Esq., elected a Resident Member in October, 1801, is said 
to hare removed to Washington in December, 1817 ; yet his name is on a list of 
Resident Members published in 3 Collections, I. 287, in 1825. — Eds. 

t This historical narrative was published by the Dorchester Antiquarian and 
Historical Society, in 1846, as No. II. of their Collections. — Eds. 



